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CONFIDENTIAL RABAT 108 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, MO, AG, MR, SA, SS 
SUBJECT: SAHARA RHETORIC UP AGAIN 

1 . IN THE WAKE OF THE BOUTEFLIKA TO WALDHEIM LETTER ACKNOWLEDGING 
FAILURE OF THE SAUDI GOOD OFFICES BETWEEN MOROCCO AND ALGERIA 

(76 ALGIERS 3041), ANTI- ALGERIAN RHETORIC HAS REAPPEARED IN THE 
LOCAL PRESS WITH A VENGEANCE. ARTICLES BY ALGERIAN POLITICAL 
EXILES ARE CARRIED ALMOST DAILY IN THE SEMI-OFFICIAL PRESS. IN 
A LONG AND UNUSUALLY HARSH DEC 31 EDITORIAL, SEMI-OFFICIAL 
LE MATIN'S PUBLISHER AHMED ALAOUI POINTED TO "LIES" AND 
"FALSIFICATIONS" IN THE BOUTEFLIKA LETTER. HE REITERATED THAT 
MOROCCO HAD NO CONCESSIONS TO MAKE, BLAMED ALGERIA FOR THE SAUDI 
FAILURE, AND REPEATED THE THEME, "RECONCILIATION, YES; CONCESSIONS, 
NEVER." HE WENT ON TO ATTACK THE ALGERIAN REGIME AS ONE OF 
"AGGRESSIONS.. .BASED ON USURPATION, CONFISCATION, AND OPPRESSION," 
AND ENDED BY STATING THAT THE "ONLY" PROBLEM AT HAND WAS THAT 
"DISGRACEFUL" REGIME. 

2. MEANWHILE, MOROCCAN SAHARA CASUALTY FIGURES FOR NOVEMBER HAVE 
BEEN LOW AND SEEM TO BELIE POLISARIO CLAIMS OF INCREASED 
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ACTIVITY. DECEMBER FIGURES, HOWEVER, COULD DISPEL THIS IMPRESSION. 
ONE THEORY FOR THE LOW CASUALTY FIGURES IS THAT THE SAUDI EFFORT. 
LAUNCHED IN MID-NOVEMBER, WAS BEGINNING TO HAVE AN IMPACT. A 
MORE COMMON EXPLANATION, ADVANCED BY MOROCCANS, IS THAT THEIR 
(STILL-UNPUBLICIZED) CROSS BORDER OPERATIONS INTO ALGERIA AND 
IMPROVED CONTROL ON THE GROUND WERE RESPONSIBLE. 
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3. COMMENT: THE REALITY OF THE GROUND IN THE SAHARA AS USUAL REMAINS 
ELUSIVE. IT IS STILL TOO EARLY TO ASSESS HOW THE NEW ELEMENT OF 
SMALL-SCALE MOROCCAN CROSS-BORDER STRIKES MAY AFFECT MILITARY AND 
DIPLOMATIC PLAY. 

4. AS TO OTHER THAN SAUDI DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS, THERE IS CURRENTLY 
NO PUBLIC FOCUS ON THE PROJECTED EXTRAORDINARY OAU SUMMIT ON THE 
SAHARA. AND MOROCCAN OFFICIALS CONTINUE IN PRIVATE TO DISCOUNT ITS 
BEING HELD. MEANWHILE. RETURN TO A HIGH LEVEL OF ANTI-ALGERIAN 
PRESS POLEMICS IS WELL UNDERWAY. 

ANDERSON 
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